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PROBLEM SOLVING

Problem solving is the process of accepting a challenge and -

striving to resolve it. The teaching of problem solving, then,

is the action by which a teacher encourages students to accept -

challenging questions and guide them in their resolution. Problem
solving requires students to engage in a process and hopefully
to become skilful in selecting and identifying relevant
conditions and concepts, searching for appropriate
generalisations, formulating plans,“and'employing previously
acquired skills.

IMPORTANCE OF TEACHING PROBLEM-SOLVING IN MATHEMATICS

Most mathematlcs educators believe problem solv1ng is an
important 1nstructlonal act1v1ty It is because problem solving

enables the students to become more analytlc in maklng decisions

in life and also helps them ‘to know the 1mportance of value
judgement that has paramount importance in learning mathematics.
Few mathematicians regard problem' solving as thep basic
mathematical activity and other  activities such  as
generalisation, abstractlon, theory-building, and concept
formation are based on problem solving.

In the problem solving sessions, conducted by Dr. K.
Subramaniam, we have worked. out the problems from the book
"Mathematical Dlscovery“ by G. Polya These sessions were
attended by Dr. H.C. Pradhan, Sri K.M. Bhatt Shekar Agre,

Dhruva, Kum. Swati and Kum. Yogithe. The dlscu851ons in each

session helped us to explore New Mathematics.
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